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CCopyright 
 
© MMAAI 2013 
 
The information contained in this index, taken from The Tarrangower Times newspaper, is copyright and 
remains the property of Maldon Museum and Archives Association Inc. 
 
Apart from fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research criticism, or review, as permitted by the 
Copyright Act, no part may be reproduced by any process (print or electronic forms) without written 
permission from the copyright owner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Published by 
Maldon Museum and Archives Association Inc. 
PO Box 235 
Maldon  Victoria  3463 
Ph: 03 5475 1633 from 1:30 pm Fridays to Wednesdays 
Email: Maldon.mmai@gmail.com 
Web: http://sites.google.com/site/maldonauhistory/ 
 
ISBN-13:  978-0-9805141-5-5 Print Version 
ISBN-13:  978-0-9805141-6-2 Digital Version 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research Queries 
 
If you would like transcripts or copies of articles mentioned in this Index, MMAAI will undertake 
research queries. MMAAI holds the microfilm of The Tarrangower Times (along with other local 
resources). Research, in person, is also available. Charges apply. 
 
The MMAAI District Museum and History Centre is located in the Shire Gardens, High Street, 
Maldon, and aims to be open every day (except Thursdays and Christmas Day) from 1:30 pm to 
4:00 pm. If travelling a distance, please ring and confirm opening times in advance. Telephone: 
03 5475 1633 from 1:30 pm. 
 
The MMAAI Vintage Machinery Museum is located on the corner of Vincents Road and Phoenix 
Street, Maldon, and aims to be open each Saturday and Public Holiday from 12 noon. 
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PPreface  
 
In this edition we profile Thomas Bell Davison. In 1879 Davison had been active in the Maldon 
community for over twenty years. He was currently a local auctioneer and held the additional positions 
of government auctioneer for land sales, the registrar for births and deaths, an auditor for the Maldon 
Shire Council, and a bailiff for the Maldon County Court. He was also the secretary and collector for the 
Maldon Hospital and Benevolent Asylum, secretary for the Easter Fair committee and also Linscott’s 
Reef Association. He took the chair for some of the North German Reef Company and Eaglehawk 
Alliance Company meetings. As part of his business he was the agent for Wertheim sewing machines, a 
labour free washing machine and the Australian Alliance Assurance Company. He also took orders for 
Mr Redfern, the monumental mason in Castlemaine. He was a member of the active Volunteer Rifle 
Corps and was in charge of the merry-go-round at the Easter Fair. 
 
There were three standout historical events in 1879.  
 
There was the acquisition and use of the diamond rock borer, the compressed air winch and the electric 
blast ignition by the Union Company led by FC White. These improved the depth of the shafts, the 
speed they could be dug and the quartz extracted. The Union mine became the deepest in Maldon at 
1,240 feet. People came from afar to inspect the rock borer and it gradually became common in 
Bendigo. 
 
To fight the government tariffs, which greatly increased farming overheads, Farmers’ Unions were 
formed. These were quite vocal and well reported. The tariffs also impacted on the mining community. 
 
Then there was the rise in popularity of Maldon’s local member of the Legislative Assembly and leader 
of the Opposition, James Service. While he made the usual political donations and appearances in the 
Maldon area and supported local issues at the parliamentary level it was his stance on issues such as 
constitutional reform and tariffs that appealed to much of the Victorian population. Various newspapers, 
reported in the Tarrangower Times, credited him with the ‘most comprehensive survey of the political 
situation … before the public’, ‘thoughtful deductions and practical suggestions’ and ‘clear incisive and 
unflinching reasoning – the difficulties of the position were not trampled down by dogmatism, nor 
brushed aside by sophistry’. At the end of 1879 with the dissolution of the Berry government John Wm 
Blamey stood against James Service, accusing him of neglecting his electorate. Mr Blamey was a 
former leader of the Maldon Bible Christian Church but now lived in the Ballarat area. 
 
In amongst the routine of the Maldon area, the inquests, the Tea Meetings, the Council reports, the 
Volunteer Rifles competitions, the Baringhup and Maldon Agricultural Show, the Easter Fair, the Court 
reports, and the numerous sporting events (with an increase in coursing) are the smaller events that 
inform and entertain the local community. The following are some of them. 
 
The Ellis family left the Kangaroo Hotel which was taken over by Mr Butler. The poor state of the country 
roads was much complained about, but a major work in cutting down the Big Hill at Baringhup went 
ahead. Despite the locust plagues the cropping was satisfactory but a fire at Kyd and Mackie’s at 
Newstead saw over 9000 bags of wheat, flour and bran destroyed - to the insurance value of £15,250. 
Water resources were very low all year. 
 
A new school was built at Welshman’s Reef and the Maldon State School instigated the Penny Savings 
Bank with great success. Mr Livingstone opened and ran a most successful night school in Maldon. 
Henry Spafford the Neereman head teacher moved to another school. Also farewelled was HW Mills, 
who for several years had been head teacher of the Baringhup state school, and before that the 
common school.  
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Reports from out of town include the Loch Ard disaster which surprisingly resulted in the keeping of the 
photos of the two survivors in Robert Ely’s photo album (and most likely that of many others ), and in the 
naming of the Eva Carmichael Mining Company. The lecture on the invention of the telephone created 
much interest and was probably as mindboggling to the audience then as the current technology is to us 
today. The Ned Kelly gang came close and stirred up fears of safety. 
 
Amusing are the reports of the misuse of the word ‘awful’ being used by girls - this slangy phraseology 
being deplored as unacceptable - and the discussions held in the Council meetings over the burial of 
two cats at the cost to Council of two shillings. 
 
You may find the following parameters used in the indexing of The Tarrangower Times useful: 
 

 items indexed are restricted to the circulation area of the newspaper and unless an out of area 
report was of significance it was not included. Areas further afield are covered in more detail in 
other newspapers. 

 the circulation area stretched from Inglewood in the north to Daylesford in the south. It included 
Eddington and Moolort to the west, and Big Hill and Taradale to the east. 

 the index covers names, businesses, schools, churches, roads, telegraph, hotels, transport, 
buildings, events, land, mining, tenders, subscriptions, advertisements, social events. 

 advertisements/businesses have been indexed the first time they appeared and from then on 
only if there was a change to the business. These will be re-indexed in each volume of An Index 
to the Tarrangower Times. 

 the same ‘once only’ indexing applies to holders of public offices, office bearers of organisations 
and companies, holders of mining claims, as well as members of sporting teams. It is suggested 
you browse (on the microfilm) before and after your specific date of entry, and with other like 
events (e.g. SPORT – cricket) for multiple references. 

 items may be found under more than one heading as the reporters did not always give full or 
correct titles to organisations or events. For example the Maldon Rifle Corps events are listed 
under many headings. 

 the anonymous names on letters to the editor are not listed, but references to people by name 
are. 

 names have been indexed with the same spelling as in the newspaper and, as with all research, 
you need to look for all variations. 

 the use of a brief description of the event is not to give the whole story but to provide a signpost 
for you to follow.  We encourage you to access the microfilm as often there is more and 
interesting information in the article. 

 please use the list of abbreviations for clearer understanding of the entries. Some abbreviations 
may vary due to the lack of space. 

 mining companies may have lengthy titles abbreviated such as QMC for Quartz Mining 
Company. 

 The Eaglehawk area of Maldon was referred to as Eagle Hawk and over time the two words 
became one. For ease of searching purposes Eagle Hawk has been indexed as Eaglehawk. 

 Titles, other than Mr, Mrs, Miss, Reverend and Doctor, are not generally used. An initial with no 
title most likely indicates a male person as females were not prominent in local affairs and were 
usually given a title. If two brothers attended a function then one may be given an initial and the 
other none. 

 
All care has been taken to be accurate, but as we are only human there may be mistakes or omissions. 
For these we apologise. 
 
You can obtain transcripts or photocopies of articles by contacting the Maldon Museum and Archives 
Association Inc. 
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We extend our heartfelt thanks to the following people for their assistance: 

 Elisabeth Allan, Maldon, who so generously loaned her film reader to Carolyn. 
 Richmond-Tweed Regional Library, Lismore, NSW, for the regular use of one of their microfilm 

readers. 
 Graham Black, Wollongbar, NSW, for his computer knowledge and expertise in converting the 

index to print and CD formats. 
 Tom Woolman, Maldon, for his support and for sharing his knowledge of Victorian Goldfields 

history. 
 John Pollard for his generous photographic services. 

 
 

 Lesley Burgoyne 
Carolyn Woolman 
January 2013 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 Oswald’s Caledonian Crushing plant, Long Gully, with the tree lined southern end of High Street. Taken after 

11868 when Oswald demolished the wooded buildings and rebuilt using stone.  

Chisholm’s Butcher shop taken 
later than 1879 
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AAbbreviations and Contractions of Words 
 
As space was limited abbreviations and contractions of words were used to give as much information as 
possible. These are some of those most frequently used. 
 
£ pound (money) 
a or ac. acre 
abt about 
acptd or accptd accepted 
adj. adjacent 
ag. against 
agric. or ag. agriculture/al 
anr another 
applic. application 
argt argument 
assoc. association 
attn attention 
b/n between 
Bllrt Ballarat 
Bndgo Bendigo 
Bradfd Bradford 
Brd or bd Board  
Brghp Baringhup 
ch church 
Chwtn Chewton 
cld could 
Cmpbls Ck Campbells Creek 
cncl or cl council 
Co. company 
com’tee, c’mittee, 
c’tee 

committee 

Crsbrk Carisbrook 
cse case 
Cstlme Castlemaine 
ct or crt court 
Cty county 
d pence 
dec. deceased 
Dunly Dunolly 
dwt pennyweight 
Dylsfd Daylesford 
ed. editor or editorial 
Edngtn Eddington 
Ehwk Eaglehawk (Maldon) 
Elphstne Elphingstone 
fmr former 
fr. from 
Frystn Fryerstown 
GM or GMC gold mining company 
Gwr Gowar 
Hvlck Havelock 
Inglwd Inglewood 
jnr junior 
Kyntn Kyneton 
Laancorie Laanecoorie 

lang. language 
lb pound (weight) 
Lic. licencing 
Lng Gly Long Gully 
Lockwd Lockwood 
Loddn Loddon 
ltr letter 
Marng Marong 
Mcklfd Muckleford 
MLA member leg. assembly 
Mldn Maldon 
Mldn Pol. Ct Maldon Police Court 
Mldn Ptty Sns Maldon Petty Sessions 
Mldn Shre Cl Maldon Shire Council 
MMB member Mining Board 
mngr manager 
Molgl Moliagul 
Molrt Mooloort 
Mrybrh Maryborough 
Newstd Newstead 
Nggtty Nuggetty 
nr near 
Nrmn Neereaman 
Nwbrge Newbridge 
nxt next 
of. or off. officiate 
oz ounce 
p perch (measurement) 
PM police magistrate 
pol. police 
Prcpne Porcupine 
Prkns’ Rf Parkins’ Reef 
prop., props Proprieter(s) 
prov. provisional 
Ptty petty 
QM or QMC Quartz Mining (Co.) 
qtr quarter 
r rood 
res. residence 
rlwy railway 
rprt or rpt report 
Rvnswd Ravenswood 
s shilling 
sec. secretary 
sh. shares 
Shlbrne Shelbourne 
shre shire 
Sndhrst Sandhurst 
Sndy Ck Sandy Creek 
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snr senior 
Sns sessions 
Soc. society 
spec. or specs specification/s 
Strngwys Strangways 
sub. or subs subscription/s 
Talbt Talbot 
Tardle Taradale 
Tarngla Tarnagulla 
Trrngwr Tarrangower 
TT Tarrangower Times 

v. versus or very 
Vghan Vaughan 
w. with 
wd would 
Wdstk Woodstock 
Wlmr Walmer 
Wshmns Rf Welshmans Rf 
Yndoit Yandoit 
yr Year 

 
 
  
Missing Papers 
 
No missing papers. The issue number used by the Tarrangower Times is not always consistent. There 
was a mix up 4 January 1880 to 24 January 1880. Use date rather than issue number for references. 
 
 
Conversion Table 

Metric & Imperial 
 
Land 
1 hectare                 = 2.471 acres  1 rod/pole/perch      = 5.50 yds 
1000 hectares         = 2471 acres  1 rood                     = 40 sq perches (pch) 
1000 sq metres       = 0.25 acres  1000 sq metres       = 1 rood (approx.) 
250 hectares           = 617.75 acres  4000 sq metres       = 1 acre (approx.) 
1 acre                     = 4 roods (rd)  1 acre                      = 0.4047 hectares 
1 rood                     = 0.25 acres (ac)  1 chain (length)       = 66 ft 
1 perch                   = 5.50 yards (yd)  80 chains                = 1 mile 
1 yard                     = 3 feet (ft)  1 mile                      = 1.60 km 
1 foot                      = 12 inches (ins)  100 miles                = 160 km 
 
Weight and Liquid Measure 
1 ounce                  =  28.3 grams (gms)  2.2 lbs                    = 1 kg (kilogram) 
1 pennyweight (dwt) =    1/20 ounce (oz) or 1.4 gms 1 pint (pt)                = 20 fluid ozs or 0.568 

litres 16 ounces (ozs)     = 1 pound (lb) or .453592 kg  
14 lbs                      = 1 stone (st)  8 pints                    = 1 gallon (gal) 
28 lbs                      = 1 quarter (of cwt) 1 gallon                  = 10 lbs water or 4.55 

litres 112 lbs                    = 1 hundredweight (cwt)  
2240 lbs                  = 1 ton  2 pints                    = 1 quart (qrt) 
20 cwts                   = 1 ton  32 qrts                    = 1 bushel or 8 gals 
1 bushel  (dry wt)    = 8 gals or 36.44 litres  220 gallons            = 1000 litres 
1 bushel (wheat)     = 84 lbs  1000 gals tank       = 4545 litres 
 
Currency 
1 pound sterling (£) = 20 shillings (20/-)  Note: conversion of imperial currency to 

metric currency occurred in Australia 14 
February 1966…. £ s d to $ c 

1 guinea                  = £1 1s  
1 shilling (s)            = 12 pennies/pence (d)  
1 sovereign            = 20 shillings    
the shilling sign(s) = Solidi (Latin) 1/- or 1s At the time conversion took place $1 

Australian equalled 10/- imperial ($2 = £1) the penny sign (d) = Denarius (Latin) 1d  
the pound sign originally ‘L’  =  Librae (Latin) £        
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JJames Service, member for the Maldon area 
iin the Legislative Assembly and leader of 
the Opposition 
Courtesy State Library of Victoria  

CCallander and Sons blacksmith shop. 
CCallander and Sons was first mentioned 
iin the Tarrangower Times as a business 
nname  in July 1876  

JJohn CChisholm’s 
RRoyal Mail Hotel  
ttaken circa 1875  
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